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Patterns of Mercy. 


1 Tru. 1. 15, 16. 


This is a faithful Saying and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the Morld 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am chief; howbeit 
for this Cauſe I obtained Mercy, that in me firſt 
Feſus Chriſt might ſbe forth all Long-ſuffer- 
ing, for a Pattern to them which ſhould bere- 
after believe on him to everlaſting Life. 


IN St. Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy, where- . 
in he repeats the great Doctrines of Godli- 
neſs, as became a Perſon in his high Oſſice 
and Place of Truſt, and which he deli- 
vers now into his Succeſſors Care to keep 
for Chriſt's ſake, he ſeveral times ſpeaks 
after this manner, This is a faithful Saying, &c. and 
this was not done as if any Part of the Scriptures, or 
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this his Charge were of leſs Authority or "Truth, but 
as Moſes often renewed his Meſſage and Errand to the 
Iſraelites with, All theſe Words the Lord thy God com- 
manded, or as the Prophets very often repeated, Thus 
ſaith the Lord; and Jeſus himfelf, when he delivered 
Doctrines of the utmoſt Importance, and Things ne- 
ceſſary to our eternal Happineſs, generally began 
with Verily, verily I ſay unto you, thus does the 
Apoſtle in the Text, when he writes to another great 
Miniſter of Chriſt, and indeed to all who labour in 
God's Vineyard, that with Boldneſs and Courage they 
might propagate ſuch confirmed Doctrines with all. 
their Might, and give more Heed to the divine Char- 
ges delivered in ſo extraordinary and in fo ſolemn a 
manner. | 

'The Time will not allow me to ſpeak of the many 
bleſſed Doctrines handed down to us in this way, I 
ſhall therefore ſpeak chiefly of this main Doctrine of 
the Apoſtle, and upon which all the Hopes of poor 
Men are grounded, namely, Our Saviour's coming 
from Heaven into the Warld to ſave Sinners. This is 
a faithful Saying and worthy of all Acceptation, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners, 

This Doctrine is properly the Subſtance of the 
whole Goſpel, and is every where taught us in the 
New Teſtament, both from our Lord himſelf and 
by all who heard him, and were ſent by him to bear 
the Glad- tidings through the Earth, to every Land and 
Nation, and to invite and beſecch Sinners to be re- 
conciled to Gad, and come back to Jeſus, the Shep- 
e and Biſbop of their Souls, that they might be 
aved. 

This, however lighted by ſo many, and though 
by ſome even ſcorned and deſpiſed, eſpecially by all 
the Oppolers of Salvation by Grace alone, is yet a 

true 
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me Doctrine, and worth their hearing and believing, 
tis worthy of the Acceptation of all Men. . 
If an Offer of Life and Pardon could be made to 
Rebels in Diſtreſs and Chains, or if the News of Li- 
berty and Redemption ſhould be brought ro the 
Slaves in the Gallies; or ſuch as ſpend their melan- 
choly Days in Priſon or Baniſnment, or ſhould the 
moſt wretched and poor Peiſon in the Worl u be of- 
fered a full Receipt from all his Creditors, and a fine 
ate beſides for the longeſt Term, all would think 
he Offers worthy of their Acceptance, and leap for 
oy at the good News ; but ſhould the News of 
iberty come to his Ears who thinks himſelf in no 
Danger, or ſhould the Tidings of a general Releaſe 
e ſent to Freemen, or Bread be brought to the ex- 
eeding rich, and to ſuch as fare delicately every 
Day, it would have no ſuch Effect; and it is no 
ther than a falſe Conclufion of their being ſafe, good 
ough, not fallen from God, or fo deſperately wic- 
ed, and in danger of perifhing as they really are, 
hat makes the Goſpel to be heard fo coldly and in- 
terently by more than half the World. N 
Could a Preacher tell his Auditors where every one 
ould find Treaſure hid, or how they might enſure 
d themſelves a vaſt Fortune, or could he teach them 
ww to free themſelves of every Pain and Sickneſs 
once, and in what way they could be immenſe 
ch, O how would People flock to hear him! there 
ould be ſearce Room for the Concourſe any where, 
1 he would not be able to make his Voice reach to 
e leaſt Part of his Hearers ; but when a Meſſenger 
the King of Saints comes, and brings the News of 
e Kingdom of God opened, and preaches Free Grace, 
edemption from Death and Hell, eternal Life, and 
| the Bleſſings of the World to come, into which 
| ſhould preſs eagerly, how coldly is he heard? 
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. how few believe the Report ? And when he declares 


Reſolutely wicked, and Lover of Pleaſure, the Gd 


„L! 


When he ſpeaks of the Treaſure hid in the Field, 


how near our Saviour is to juſtify and help the Sin- 
ner, how willing he is to pardon all Sin, and to 
come with his Father into them, and there make his 
Abode, how very few open the Door and look for 
him? and in how exceeding few is the Arm of the 
Lord revealed ? 

The Enemy of Souls, the God of this World ſucceed; 
amazingly even in Chri/tian Countries, in keeping 
Men ignorant of Jeſus and his Love to Sinners, and 
when his Divinity is only ſlightly confeſſed, and his 
eternal Redemption conſidered but ſuperficially and at 
a Diſtance, it is no Wonder that the bleſſed News is 
ſo indifferently entertained. 

When Feſus entered Simon the Phariſees Houſe he 
got no Kiſs, no. hearty Welcome, no Water to wall: 
his Feet, no Oil for his Head, no Incenſe burnt be- 
fore him, and no precious Ointment perfumed his 
Chamber, the Reaſon was, he did not know hi 
Gueſt, he did not feel how much he wanted a Savi- 
our ; þut the Sinner, the Harlot Mary, who was 
called by him out of her Sins, and invited to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, thought ſhe could never make] © 
enough of the Lord, ſhe embraced his Feet, kiſſec 
them, waſhed them with Tears, and broke helÞ ft 
Alabaſter Box of Spikenard upon them, and love a 
much. Thus is it now, while Men deceive them ſe 
ſelves and fancy they are good Churchmen, pious t 
and religious enough, and that there is no Danger off 
their future State, there a few Prayers, a little Alms 
or ſome Acts of Self-denial and Mortification, lull ti} \ 
Sleep the ſtirring Conſcience, and. make the po 
Heart at Peace without Chriſt. To ſuch, as well: 
to the Wanton, the Prophane, the W orldling, ! 
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| of Salvation ſeems unworthy their Acceptance, 
„ and is neglected to the very laſt ; but an awakened 
« Soul, a Man who feels his own Sinfulneſs as an into- 
n. WT lcrable Burden, and who wants to be ſaved, but 
to W trembles at the Word of God, has many Fears about 
wie WI his Condition, Cc. he hears that God our Saviour 
or W came from Heaven, out of mere Pity and Compaſſi- 
be on to fave undone Souls, to help poor People, and 
to undertake for them and be their Saviour, and this 
ds is the beſt of News to ſuch an Heart. Deep Hu- 
ing WJ mility and a folid Conviction and Conſciouſneſs of his 
nd Sin and whole corrupted Nature, makes him only 
bis willing to know, #f Jeſus can receive ſuch a Wretch 
at os be bas been? and when he can be perſuaded of 
i; this, O how entirely does he leave all his old and 
darling Sins? with what Joy does he receive our Sa- 
pe vieur's Offer of Forgiveneſs, and is glad in his Sal- 
ala vation? His Heart leaps and bounds in him for Joy 
when the Holy Spirit within whiſpers the Word of 
Reconciliation, and then he thinks upon inviting 
others to the ſame Grace, and is ready every where 
to tell how worthy of all Mens Acceptation this 
good Doctrine is, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 
World to ſave Sinners, of whom, he thinks, I am 
chief. 

It is indeed a glorious Goſpel, it is a Privilege be- 
ſtowed upon Men beyond all Hopes and Wiſhes, 
and which makes all who accept it happy and bleſ- 
ſed for ever; and all who light, or reject, or delay 


make themſelves of all Men the moſt miſerable. 

But then who is Jeſus that his coming into the 
World is of ſuch Importance? He is the eternal 
Gd He is that Lord, that Creator, and Divine Be- 
ing, againſt whom all had ſinned, and who out of ten- 
der Mercy to the World came from his Throne and 
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the cloſing in with ſo gracious an Offer, thereby 
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Majeſty, and was incarnate, a Man, a Servant, and 
whoſe whole painful Life, ſorrowful and ſhame- 
ful Death, was endured by him with this ſole and 
pure View, to ſave Sinners, He had no Deſign but 
ſingly and entirely to help them out of their Con- 
demnation and Slavery, and to bring them in Peace 
back to him. He would have been Glorious, and High, 
the ſame, if we had been left in our Guilt, and ſuf. 
fered Hell eternally ; but as he loved all his Works, 
and choſe not the Death of a Sinner, and as he knew 
Hell was not made for Man, but for the Devil and 
bis Angels, he pitied us when we were ſunk into 
their Ruin, and come under their Judgment, and be- 
fore all his innumerable Company of Angels and 
bleſſed Spirits reſolved to be their Saviour. This Je- 
ſus has now bought them out of the Hand of the 
Enemy ; all Souls are now his, the Soul of the Father 
and the Souls of the Children, they are his purchaſed 
Poſſeſſion, and he has on their account made a perfect 
Amends, Attonement, and Satisfaction in his hea- 
venly Father's Sight, he has prepared an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs for them, and opened ſuch a Fountain 
in his own Blood that waſhes out every Sin, and 
even the Remembrance of it from before God; and 
now has he ordained it as an everlaſting Goſpel, to 
be publiſhed and announced to every Creature, that 
whoſo in the World would be glad to be ſaved, and 
who ſincerely wants Mercy and Salvation, may 
come to him and have it. The Worſt and moſt 
Undeſerving, even the Rebellious, are invited to this 


Happineſs as to a Feaſt, and this Goſpel, theſe true 
Sayings are worthy of all Acceptation, ſince it comes 
from God Almighty, and is a Gift worthy only of 
that Giver, who is the Author and Cauſe of eternal 
Life, and who hereby gives the beſt Gift he can 
give, namely, Himſelf, his Kingdom, his *: 
is 
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his Blood, Body, and Righteouſneſs, and whatever 
is able to make us completely happy and perfect. 

Many, yes, many as the Stars in Number, have 
been Witneſſes of this Grace, and now reap the great 
Salvation, the Fruit of the Lord's Toil and Servitude 
for their ſakes. 

Leſt Satan ſhould ſuggeſt to an honeſt and well- 
meaning Soul, that his Sins were too many, too 
great, or of too heinous a Nature to be pardoned, 
Jeſus our kind and dear Saviour has ſet forth Exam- 
ples of his Mercy, and, as it were, choſen out from 
all Claſſes of Sinners the very vileſt, and ſuch as 
were come to the Height of Danger, and theſe he 
has graciouſly ſaved, as Patterns to them which ſhould 
bereafter believe on him to everlaſting Life. 


St. Paul calls himſelf one of theſe, and ſays, I am 


the chief of Sinners, but obtained Mercy for this 


Cauſe, and ſets himſelf forth as a Monument of free 


Mercy, None can believe that in reſpe& of out- 
ward groſs Sins he was chief, for he had been brought 


up in the moſt ſtrit way; but he ſpeaks in reſpe&t 


of his having, out of an unbelieving Heart, ' deſpiſed 
and ſlighted Chri/Ps mericorious Death and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and, in the manner of the Phariſee, attempt- 
ed to eſtabliſh his own, and out of a falſe Zeal per- 
ſecuted the Diſciples and Doctrine of Jeſus. In this 
Senſe he calls himſelf the chief of Sinners, i. e. one 
who has ſinned above others, and whoſe Crimes 
were of a Scarlet Dye, and who had given our Sa- 
viour and his Spirit ſo much Trouble to conquer and 
ſubdue him to the Faith. 

All truly awakened Souls think with the Apoſtle 
thus, and whether their Lives have been notoriouſly 
vile in Mens Eyes or not, they feel too deeply 


their Sin to extenuate or leſſen it; they can caſily 
excuſe others, but themſelves they condemn and 


loath 
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loath in Duſt and Aſhes, and, like Jeremiab and St. 
James, confeſs, the Heart is deceitful above all Things 
and deſperately wicked ; and it is to encourage ſuch 
to hope for Mercy and draw near to Jeſus, that he 
has exhibited and ſhewn forth ſo many Inſtances of 
his Mercy and Compaſhon in the Scriptures, who, 
as St. Paul calls them, arc Patterns, Examples, and 
Monuments of Mercy, and Pillars in the Temple 7 
God. Of theſe there are five eminent in the Goſ- 
pe}, and who ſeem to be the chief of every Rank of 
Sinners, the Account of whoſe Converſions and Mer- 
cies are written for our ſakes, that we who want 
Mercy may obtain it through their Mercy, and ven- 
ture to come boldly to the Throne of Grace by 
their Example. The five whom I ſhall mention 
are, Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus, the Thief who was 
crucified with our Saviour, Cornelius, and St. Paul, 
of all theſe I will ſpeak freely, and firſt of Mary 
Magdalene. 

This poor Woman was taken from the Head of 
the Unclean and Incontinent ; ſhe had been a known 
Sinner, a publick Harlot and Adultreſs. It is likely 
fhe had been the Ruin of many, and ſeduced them 
at firſt into Sin; her whoriſh Heart had made her 
feven fold the Child of the Devil, who no doubt 
thought ſurely to have her; Luſt and Impurity ruled 
her and led her Captive ; her Shame was her Boaſt, 
and perhaps her polluted Body was haſtening to the 
Grave. through her intemperate and unchaſte Life, 
while her wretched Soul was ready to periſh for ever. 
In this Eſtate was Mary when Feſus came ſeeking 
the Loſt, and preaching the Goſpel of Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins, and called her out of her 
Slavery and Danger. Some of the ir Chriſtians 
ſay, that our Saviour had been preaching on the 
Shepherd who left the ninety and nine in the Milder- 


neſs 
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neſs to ſeek one Lamb that be bad loſt. It was how- 
ever on that Day Feſus dined with Simon that ſhe 
was convertłkd. She followed him into the Houle 
weeping ; her haughty Looks were humbled, her 
brazen and impudent Face waſhed with hundreds of 
Tears, and ſhe who before could appear boldly be- 
fore all the World, and on purpoſe entered Company 
with her Eyes full of Adultery, and darting her Fire 
on all Sides, now crept behind and kneeled at Jeſu's 
Feet, like Eve and her guilty and naked Huſband, 
when they heard the Voice of the Lord God in the 
Cool of the Day in Paradiſe. O come hither ye le- 
cherous and debauched Livers, ye Whoremongers 
and Harlots, ye whoſe Beds and Bodies have been 
defiled like Magdalene, look upon her, ſee thoſe 
Lips which uttered ſuch Obſcenity, tremblingly kiſ- 
ſing the Lord's Feet; ſce her Hair once curled and 
platted to entice Men to fin with her, now hiding 
her bluſhing Face and wiping her Tears away as falt 
as they fell upon his Feet. With all her tine Cloaths, 
her ſplendid Vail, her ſeducing Attire and Orna- 
ments, ſhe ſinks in the Duſt before our Saviour and 
makes Tears and Sighs ſpeak the Language of her 
Heart. Come, O come and do likewiſe. Don't 
think, I dare not | I may not! my Sins, are too many, 
my fecret Crimes and Pollutions are too predominant, and 
render me unfit to pray, unfit to bope for Mercy, 
ſince ſhe is ſet forth as a Pattern to thoſe of her Claſs 
who repent and believe in Feſus. Think, O think 
where ſhe is now, yonder ſhe ſits at Feſus Ch "er 
Feet-a pure Virgin in Heaven, our Saviour had - 
cy upon her, and ſaid before Simon the Phariſee, and 

all thoſe who fat at Meat with him, Thy Sins that 
are many are forgiven thee, go in Peace, At once ſhe 
found her Soul redeemed, the Enemy her Maſter loſt 
his Hold, while God ber Saviour bake her clean. 
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This was the Woman who afterwards loved Jeſus ſo 
much; this was her that before the ſelf-rizhteous 
Simon obtained Mercy; this was ſhe Who had the 
Honour to miniſter of her Subſtance to Jeſus, and to 
ſtand with the Virgin Mary under the Croſs, and 
who firſt ſaw the Lord after he aroſe. He did not 
firſt appear to his Mother or to the Twelve, or to 
his Favourite Fobn, but to her who before 
was up, and weeping alone, becauſe ſhe had miſſed 
her Lord. This was the firft Preacher of the Reſur- 
rection, the highly-favoured Perſon who got the firſt 
greeting from the riſen Redeemer, and is ſent by 
tim to appoint the Place where all the reſt ſhould 
meet him. I dare ſay, no ſpotleſs Maiden now 
ſhines brighter round the Throne, or more loves 
and adores the Lamb All her Fellow-ſaints fee her, 
and worſhip God becauſe of the great Mercy be- 
ſtowed upon her. Lift up your Eyes of Faith, ye 
who have followed her in Luſts, and ſee what a Pat- 
tern of Mercy ſhe is for you! ſee what the Blood of 
Feſus has accompliſhed on that once wretched, but 
now bappy Woman. A Drop of Jeſu's Blood can 
make you clean, like her, and make the worſt and 
moſt defiled, chaſte Virgins in a Moment. The Blood 
| of Feſus cleanſeth from all Sin, and does not only 
mp the impure Nature, prevent and extinguiſh the 
wild and unholy Fire, but eaſes the Conſcience, and 
waſhes away the very Remembrance of Sin from be- 


fore the Lord. O let this Woman's Mercy compel 


and encourage you to apply to the ſame gracious 
Maſter, and you ſhall find that the Hiſtory of Mary 
was written not for her ſake only, but for your fakes 


alſo, to whom the ſame Grace ſhall be imparted if 
you believe on him. | 


Let the Senſe of your Diſobedience and abomina- | 


ble Deeds bow you down at his Feet; ſhed your 
of | Tears 
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Tears there, and thence ſtir not till the ſame Lord 
who granted her eternal Life, and made her fo near 
and dear to him, vouchſafes you to hear, Thy Sins 
are forgiven; I mean, till his Spirit has made it 
clear to your Heart that all your Sins are pardoned 
and done away in the Bload of the Lamb, and your 
Luſts and Impurities killed and aboliſhed in his cold 
Sweat and Tears. Since the chief of Sinners is ſa- 
ved, venture you alſo and be ſaved freely, and ex- 
perience, that it is a faithful Saying and worthy of 
all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, 

Zaccheus was another Monument of Grace ; he 
perhaps had not gone on in Mary's Courſe, but was 
a publick Sinner; he was the nE of THE Pu- 
LICANS, and he was rich. The Publicans were 
a ſort of unconſcionable Men who farmed the Taxes 
and Tribute- money, and who had it in their Power 
to uſe Extortion, and diſtreſs and oppreſs the Poor ; 
the ſtrict Part of the Jewiſh Church held them Ana- 
thema, and our Saviour and St. Fobn ranks them 
with Harlots and the worſt of Men; but beſide his 
being of this Buſineſs, beſide his being the Chief of 
this Clan, he was rich. He was in double Danger, 
he was ungodly and without any Religion, and be 
was rich. Our Saviour had ſaid, bow bard it was 
for a rich Man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
if ſo, here was one rich and wicked too; all in 
Jericho knew the Sinner Zaccheus, Come near ye 
covetous, ye worldly-minded, and miſerable People, 
ye Oppreſſors of the Poor, and ye who are rich, 
though your Danger is great, and the Obſtacles in | 
your way many, yet if you are minded to be ſaved if | 
and want to ſee Feſus, behold Zaccheus is a Pattern | 
of Mercy for you. See the Man who without og | 
grinded the Faces of the Poor, who ſtood like a | 
Flint 9 
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Flint unmoved at the Cry of the Widow and Father. 
leſs, who could diſtreſs the Needy, and thruſt into 
Priſon, threaten, and oppreſs his Tenants, and who 
got his Gain with Cruelty and Extortion, who took 
barbarouſly the Bread, as it were, from the Orphans 
and Hungry, and made many a Child ſuffer Want, 
while the Parents wept bitterly unminded; behold 
the Rich, who was in Danger of crying out with 
Dives for a Drop of Water in vain for ever, and of 
being one of that Number who have their good 
Things in this Life, he has found Pardon! Jeſus ſaw 
him in the Sycamore Free and haſtened him down, 
that he might bring Salvation to his Houſe, for, faith 
he, To- day I muſt abide with thee, O happy Day! 
O happy Zaccheus ] He that ſhewed no Mercy when 
it was aſked with Tears and Cries, finds Mercy 
without ſo much as aſking for it. This exalts the 
Doctrine of Free Grace indeed, and makes Zaccheus 
à glorious Pattern of Mercy. He made haſte and 
received Jeſus info his Houſe and into his Heart, 
and had ſcarce received Pardon and believed unto 
Salvation, but his Faith worked by Love, and yield- 
ed the Fruit of good Works: Behold, Lord! faid 
he, I will give half of my Goods to. feed the Poor, 
and where I have wronged any one by falſe Accuſa- 
tion I will reſtore him four-fold, Thus it is where 
a true Faith in Chriſt is, there are good Works, and 
a a tender Heart immediately. No Soul in Jericho 
could have received the Lord with ſo much Joy as 
this Man, he had much forgiven him, and he loved 
much. If any who hear me would fain be ſaved, 
but becauſe you are rich tremble, O take Courage 
by the Example of Zaccbeus; take our Saviour's 
Advice, give Alms of ſuch Things as yon have, diſ- 
perſe abroad, give to the Poor, and begin to be 
faithful Stewards of the Mammon of dne, 

| an 
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and believe in him, and fo ſhall you get Treaſure 
in Heaven, Or are you afraid becauſe of your for- 
mer Covetouſneſs and Search after Riches? Does the 
Remembrance of your Atheiſm, Infidelity, Careleſs. 
neſs in religious Matters, Oppreſſion of the Poor, 
hard Behaviour to your Inferiors, or want of Ten- 
derneſs and Kindneſs to Perſons in Neceſlity, and 
who were in Debt, in Priſon, and overwhelmed 
with Penury, &c. bow you down and diſhearten 
you? See Jeſus ChriſPs Compaſſion on Zaccheus ! 
See the worſt and moſt hardened of Wretches has 
found Mercy, the chief of the Publicans is ſaved! O 
go, guilty and unworthy of Pity as you are, ſtand 
before the merciful Zeſus, ſhew him your publick 
and attrocious Crimes, your ſecret Injuſtice, and 
hidden Offences, ſpread all open before him, and fall 
at the Judge's Feet a ſelf- condemned and guilty 
Sinner; he came to fave ſuch, his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion yearned over ſuch, It ic a true Saying and 
worthy of your Acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came 
into the World to ſave Sinners ; plead this, and this 
alone, and ſtand only in Zaccheus's Place with the ſame 
willing Heart to ſee Feſus, with the ſame believin 

Heart, and you ſhall find his Mercy to all Eter- 
nity. | 

The Dying 7. ay is another eminent Pattern of 
Mercy, and Witneſs that Jeſus came to ſave Sin- 
ners. 

This Man ſeemed hardened above meaſure, elſe 
he could not have joined with his other Fellow - Cri- 
minal in the Inſults and Blaſphemy of the Multi- 
tude : His Blood-guiltineſs (for in all Likelihood he 
had been a Murderer) bis Robberies, and Thieving, 
ſeemed to lie with ſmall Weight on his Conſcience ; 
it appeared as if Sin had ſeared it, and made it obdu- 
rate and hard as the nether Millſtone ; it was as od 
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he had no Thought of his Danger, Body or Soul, 
but was ſpringing headlong into eternal Flames ; while 
he joined the Scoffers and Mockers, how did our 
Saviour pity him ? He ſaw how far Satan had pre. 
vailed and deluded his Slave, and with ſtrong Cries 
and Tears interceded for him, and was heard, his 
Petitions reached the Ears of his Almighty Father, 
and rebounded, as it were, to the Thief*s Heart, 
he awaked at once out of his Sleep, the Infidel 
believes in Jeſus, and called him Lord, the Blaſphe- 
mer repented of his Blaſphemy, and beſeeches the 
King of Iſrael to think upon him 'when he ſhould 
come into his Kingdom, Surely all, even the vileſt, 
muſt have wondered at his Reprobate Behaviour be- 
fore, but above meaſure they muſt be aſtoniſhed 
now to hear him ſue to him for Mercy, whom be. 
fore he had ſo derided and deſpiſed, and as much all 
in Heaven and Earth muſt have wondered when 
Jeſus gave him that ſweet and merciful Anſwer, 
To-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, He was 
an open and publick Sinner, and as openly and 
publickly did the Lamb abſolve, reconcile, and fave 
him : He took him home with him in Peace, and 
from the very Brink of Hell brought him to Hea- 
ven. Here then look ye poor Rebels, ye Thieves, 
and moſt criminal and guilty Men, ye Unjuſt and 
Wicked, behold Jeſus made bis Death with the Wie- 
ted, and ſtretched out his Hands as if he meant to 
offer both his guilty Partners in Suffering, Mercy. 
Look and ſee how the chief of Felons, the chief of 
Sinners is ſaved ! It is likely this Man had lived an 
abandoned and debauched Life, careleſs of God and 
his own poor Soul, a Lover of bad Company, idle 
and wanton, till his Crimes brought him to that WF 
ſhameful End. So far Satan led him, and would 
have carried off his Prey had not a dear Saviour 

| inter; 
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interpoſed and ſhewp Mercy; but he. did it fo open- 
ly. that he might make , him an Example and Pattern 
to thoſe who; ſhould hereafter believe on bim to ever- 
loſting Life, | allo to give Hope to ſuch as turn to 
him: on their Death-beds, and who repent in their 
laſt Hours; but it was eſpecially to ſhew, that | be 
juſtifies theUngodly, and that even when an unjuſt, care- 
leſs, or moſt profligate and bad Perſon is diſpoſed for 
eternal Life, and wants to be ſaved, he may; let 
him apply to the Friend f Publicans and Sinners, to the 
Sen of Cod aubo came into the World to ſave Sinners, he 
mall not periſh, he ſhall be ſaved. Perhaps ſome may 
tlink, I have been unchaſte and unclean with Mary, I 
have Been cobetous and bar. bearted with Zaccheus, 
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Patterns of Mercy to encourage you to turn to him 
with all your Hearts and be ſave t. 
Cornelius ibe Centurion at Cæſarea is another of 
theſe. Patterns, and of, whom I muſt alſo ſpeak a 
little. I will not reckon, him of the Sort of Mary, 
or number bim with Zaccheus, or rank him with the 
Malefa#tor, for it ſeems as if he was eminent in an- 
other way. He was. gertainly/ famous among the 
Roman Heathen for Bravery, ſince he was a Centu - 
non of the Italian Band, and for Piety, e he 
mY Rr nat | 
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1 
faſted, was devout, juſt, gave much Alms, feared 
God, and prayed always; fo far the Light of Na- 
ture and a tender Conſcience, helped by the Morali. 
ty of the Doctors among the Philoſophers, had 
brought him, but he was till without Cbriſt, and 
unſafe; for could Morality and his Obedience to Na- 
tural Religion have ſaved him, the Angel appeared 
to him in vain, and ſent him to hear the Goſpel 
from St. Peter in vain, but be muft bear the Words of 
Peter whereby be ſhould be ſaved ; and this is a clear 
Proof that fuch err who think without our Saviour 
to get to Heaven : But Cornelius is a Pattern to all 
who look after Mercy and ſcarce know how. He 
was in his may a good Man and wanted to be ſaved, 
and Jeſus, whom he knew not, would not diſap- 
point him; and to this Day, whenever Souls axe 
ſincere and honeſt in deſiring Salvation, (let them be 
Turks, Fetus, or Heathens, and ſeek it with Wiſdom 
or fooliſhly) they will find it ; our Saviour, who 
revealed himſelf to Abrabam when he was an Hea- 
then and bleſſed him, and who ſent his Angel to Cor- 
nelius, will find Means to bring them to the Know- 
ledge of his Goſpel, and will ſend ſome to preach 
Yo and his Redemption to them: Their having 
ived like Cornelius without the Benefit of Revealed 
Religion ſhall not hinder them to come to Heaven; 
they ſhall hear the Goſpel and be ſaved; God ſhall 
ſend ſome faithful Peter to them, who ſhall- preach 
Chrift and his Merits to their Souls Health, or ſome 
Book ſhall ſet forth that open Door to them, or God 
by his Holy Spirit ſhall manifeſt bis Son, and lead 
them to all the Means of Grace and to the attain- 
ing perfect Happineſs and Righteouſneſs by Chriſi Fe- 
Jus, In this reſpe& therefore is Cornelius a Pattern 
of Mercy, in that, though he was not under the 
Law of Moſes, nor had the Privilege of the Jews, 
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when he wanted Mercy God ſhewed him Mercy, 
and when his Moral Obedience, Univerſal Benevo- 
lence, and ſtrift Obſervance of the Laws of Nature 
could not ſatisfy him, but he felt he lacked perfect 
Righteouſneſs, the Angel of the Lord led him to hear 
of that Man in wy Name is preached Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and he heard, believed, was baptized, recei- 
ved the Holy Ghoſt, and is now ſafe with the innu- 
merable Company of the Firſt- born in the Kingdom 
of Gad. | 

The laſt that remains to be ſpoken of is St. Paul 
himſelf, who, in the Text, ſtiles himſelf, the Chief of 
Sinners. He differed much from Cornelius, in that 
he was no Heathen nor called upon other Gods, but 
was a ſtrift Few under the Law; and, as Cornelius 
ſought Righteouſneſs without the Law, ſo Paul ſought 
it by the Law, and profited in his Religion exceed- 
ingly, being of the ſtricteſt Sort in his Church, and 
more zealous for the Law and for the Traditions 
of the Fathers than many in Jeruſalem ; he was a 
Perſon who carried the Matter of Righteouſneſs, 
perhaps, farther than any one, was of the beloved 
Tribe of Benjamin, the Son of a devout and ſtrict 
Parent, circumciſed the eighth Day, lived in all 
good Conſcience, and, as touching the Law, blame- 
leſs; was in Favour with the High-prieſt, the San- 
bedrim, and the Elders, a Diſciple of Gamaliel, and 
indeed had all the Advantages of Education and Re- 
ligion, but knew not the Righteouſneſs of Faith in 
Chriſt. This made him ſo angry with the Chri/tians ; 
they preached Chriſt; they ſaid, that that Per ſon 


who as executed on the Croſs, who died the curſed 


Death, and was numbered with Tranſgreſſors, was 


the Lox b and Chriſt, through whoſe Name only could 
be obtained Remiſſion of Sins, and by Faith in whom 
Righteouſneſs was imputed. All his Education and 
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good Breedirig did not hinder "him, he joined the 
rude Multitude to blaſpheme fuch a Doctrine, which 
ſet at nought Self righteouſneſs and a Man's own 
Holineſs, and aſſiſted at the killing of St. Stephen, 
keeping their Cloaths who ſtoned bim, and conſenting 
to his Death ; he baniſhed ſome, made others re- 
nounce our Saviour, got others ſcourged, and. with 
all his Might perſecuted ſuch as called upon the 
Name of Feſus, ſcorning and deſpiſing his Blood and 
Merits, and trampling his Attonement and Righte- 
ouſneſs under his Feet; but lo! after all, our Savi- 
our's Grace overtakes him, and the ſelf-righteous 
Saul, like a poor periſhing Criminal, continues Day 
and Night to pray, without eating or drinking, for 
Mercy. He ſaw the Neceſlity of a divine and bet- 
ter Righteouſneſs than his own; and when God had 
brought down his Heart, ſtripped him of his Fig- 
Leaves, his beggarly Raiment, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of his Works, then he pardoned him, and 
cloathed him with his own Righteouſneſs, and ju- 
ified the Chief of Sinners. ' Hear this ye who have 
been of this Sort, and valued ſo much your Duties, 
Piety, and Alms, and thought fo little of our Sa- 
viour and his Death, like the Apoſtle, deny all 
your own Goodneſs, and come and truſt the Blood 
of Chriſt alone, and you ſhall be ſaved, though you 
have been lifted up like Capernaum, as it were, to 
Heaven, and thanked God, with the Phariſee, that 
you were not ſo bad as the Drunkayds, the Publi- 
cans, and Extortioners, and fooliſhly thought your- | 
ſelves well off and in .a gocd way, but who now 
are aſhamed of your Thoughts and who bluſh at 
your ſpiritual Pride, and even ſhu to approach 
the Lamb you have ſo diſcſteemed, or to aſk the 
Righteouſneſs you have flighred, or to implore the 
Mercy you have deſpiſed; let the Example my 
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Paul encourage you yet to call upon the Name 
efus; and though your Sin may appear to have 
en the chiefeſt of all Sins, in that you have fo 

long ſought by other Ways, and, as it were, by 

another Door to get to Heaven, and put vp the Idol 


of your own Righteouſneſs in the Place of rift and 


dreamt that your Obedience, Charity, and Prayers 
could buy you eternal Happineſs, and your velf- 
denial make an Amends for in, when nothing leſs 
than the dying of God's only Son could accompliſh 


this. I ſay, though all your Pride and Vanity be a 
fore Burden to you now, fear not, but waſh away 
your Sins calling upon the Name of the Lord. I know 
if you are truly awakened you muſt think your- 
ſelves the Chief of Sinners indeed, for you muſt feel 
how bad it is to ſlight our Saviour, and how much 
Trouble he has had to make you truly religious, 
to ſubmit to his Righteouſneſs, and yield to be ſaved 
by Faith alone, freely. | 
I have now ſpoken of theſe five Perſons who have 
been eminent as Patterns of Mercy, and who were 
at the Head of the principal Claſſes of Sinners. In 
one of - theſe Claſſes almoſt every one may find 
himſelf ; but perhaps there may be ſome who 
think themſelves guilty of all, and who are ſenſible 
of their unchaſte Deeds and impure Nature, with 
Mary; like her, they have lived in Pleaſure and 
Wantonneſs, rioted, feaſted, and indulged their vi- 
cious and. ſenſual Appetites, lived at Eaſe and in 
Luxury, waſted their Bodies and impaired their 
Health with intemperate and debauched Living, &c. 
like Zaccheus they ſtand convicted of having, uſed 
unlawful Meaſures in ſecuring to themſelves Riches, 
or find themſelves guilty of Covetouſneſs, Hard- 
heartedneſs to the Poor, Oppreſlion, Cruelty, and 
Extortion, Perjury and Falſe-witneſs againſt the In- 
N W nocent, 
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nocent, and the like ; beſides, they have ſinned with 
the Thief, have hated their Brother, been Murderers 
therefore before God *, paſſionate, fond of bad Com- 
pany, given to Drink, careleſs and irreligious, Lovers 
of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God, fond of Games, 
unfair and deceitful, unjuſt, and having deſerved for 
ſecret Crimes and black Deeds to die, Swearers, 
Blaſphemers, and, withal their bad and ſinful Life, 
tempted to imagine themſelves Chriſtians, or ſatisfi. 
ed their Conſciences that others were as bad, only 
Nypoctites, and ſuppoſed indulging of their Luſts 
and Paſſions, Fc. were rot Sins, ſince Nature 
prompted them on; yea 'tis poſſible, amidſt all man- 
ner of Diſobedience, to dream one is a good, ſocia- 
ble Perſon, a merry Companion, that means no Ill, 
not of the wor! Sort, but in many reſpects to be 
praiſed, and if at times fuch frequent Church, give 
away a few Alms, and refrain for a time from out- 
ward and grofs Crimes, they can cheat themſelves, 
and hope they have made ſome Progreſs in Righte- 
ouſneſs, (Fc. 

If ſome ſhould think, I have been a Sinner with 
all, and in great meaſure am guilty with every Claſs 
of Sinners, yet let them fo think, I have to deal 
with a God whoſe Mercies are as his Majeſty, whoſe 
Blood is Almighty, and whoſe Right Hand faves to 
the uttermoſt. Only bow down at his Feet, conſci- 
ous of your being indeed the chief of Sinners, and 
ſue for Pardon, and Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. 
Let your Hearts repent unfeignedly, and with Tears 
ſeek Forgiveneſs at the Foot of the Croſs, reſolved, 
like Facob, not to let the Lord go till he has bleſſed 
you with Salvation, and you ſhall ſurely find it. 
The ſelf-righteous Spirits will find the hardeſt Work 
to ſubmit to Chri/t Jeſus's free Grace, but when 
; pſp. 
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they are heartily tired and weary with ſecking Hap- 
pineſs and Perfection, they will be at laſt glad to 
ſink at Chriſt's Feet, and aſk it there as a poor Sin- 
ner; but, , as I ſaid before, this coſts the Soul and the 
Saviour much before 'tis done. 

IT know by Experience this, I was brought u 
ſ;ictly, taught Religion from my Childhood, and 
carried the Matter of Righteouſneſs very far, and do 
believe ſolemnly, that our Saviour has had mord 
Trouble in bending my poor Heart to his free Sal- 
vation, and conquering my ſelf-righteous Spirit, than 
in ſaying ſome hundreds of Sinners | beſide ; but I 
have obtain Mercy, and I ſet to my Seal to this 
true Saying, that Feſus Chriſt came into the World to 
ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. May you all 
happily experience the ſame Mercy, to the Glory 
of his Grace, to whom be Praiſe and Salvation for 
ever. Amen! 7 
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G OD if thou hadſt but abhorr'd 
Lo wear our Fleſh and Blood, 
I never had approach'd the Loid, 
But at a Diſtance-{tood. 
0:22.00. Ot 230 
A Senſe of my Unworthineſs, 
My Guilt and juſt Deſert, © .- 
Had kept me in the worſt Diſtreſs, 
And ſunk my hopeleſs Heart. 
TE = 
But ſince thou haſt incarnate been, 
And took the Saviour's Place, 
Only to fave from Hell and Sin 
The helpleſs human Race ; 
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22) (11197 1165 EUs by: 
And Grice by thee a coimtlef Troop 
Are now got fafe to Heav'n, 


Who once were Sinners, I have Hope, 


And pray to be erz n. 


In Bade 7 in Each been, 


DODr in the Pit below, 
There's none deſerves the n ene 
More juſt than me, I know. 
tte. VI. N 
1 know;: in Thought, in Deed, and Ward, 
I've put thy Soul to Grief; / e 
Jam the chief of Sinners, Tord! | | 
15 Tam the Sinners Chief,” 
AOL'S > VII. 717 


15 My Sins have made thy ng, ay Guile. 


Has caus'd thy Wounds and Pain; 
For me, unclean, thy Blood was ſpilt, 


By means of wicked Men. 


ö VIII. 

But let à Soul redeem'd 00 dear, 

' Be precious in thy Sicht; G£ 7 
Waſh me, and Sin ſhall diſappear, ( 

And be aboliſh” d eg bit 19 

M * 

In pard'ning one fo vile as we, 

Thy Mercy ſhall be hen. N + 
A 1 I too ſhall be, 

Of Merey on the Throne, 1 |! 
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